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ABSTRACT

Profiling the last known individual of the Japanese river otter in 1979 in the Shinjo River, Kochi Prefecture

Kotoko Yoshikawa!, Syuji Yachimori? and Motomi Genkai-Kato!>*

! Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Kochi University, 2-5-1 Akebono-cho, Kochi 780-8520, Japan
2 Shikoku Institute of Natural History, 470-1 Shimobun otsu, Susaki, Kochi 785-0023, Japan
3 Graduate School of Kuroshio Science, Kochi University, 2-5-1 Akebono-cho, Kochi 780-8520, Japan

*E-mail: genkai@kochi-u.ac.jp

The Japanese river otter (Lutra lutra nippon) is an extinct species. In 1979, the last witnessed sighting of this species was
recorded in the Shinjo River, Susaki, Kochi Prefecture. Little is known about the behavior of the last individual found in 1979,
because of the scarcity of spatiotemporal information on its existence around the river. We identified the date and location of the
information and rearranged the information spatiotemporally. Analysis of the information revealed that the last individual found in
1979 showed two discriminating characteristics in terms of its appearance and behavior. The individual had a remarkable scar on its
neck at one time and no scar at other times. In addition, the individual was habituated to humans at one time, and did not display
such behavior at other times. There were reliable reports that a female individual inhabited the Shinjo River in 1974, and a male
one inhabited the river in 1975. The lifespan of the Japanese river otter is presumed to be ten to fifteen years. These results imply
that more than one individual could possibly have inhabited the Shinjo River in 1979.

Key words: extinct species, Kochi Prefecture, population, river otter, Shinjo River
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